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NATIONAL DEFENDER PROJECT DIRECTOR
TO SPEAK AT UM
Charles L. Decker, director of the National Legal Aid and Defender Association's
National Defender Project will be the keynote speaker during the 1967 Barristers' Ball
April 15 at the University of Montana.
Decker, who retired from his position as the Judge Advocate General of the Army in
1963, has been a lecturer, seminarist and panelist on bar and law school programs for
many years.

In 1963 and 1964 he was a member of a team comprising 10 American jurists

headed by Supreme Court Justice William Brennan that undertook a two-year comparative
study, with an English team, of Anglo-American criminal trial procedures.
Decker was educated at the University of Kansas, the U.S. Military Academy,
Georgetown Law School and the Hague Academy of International Law.

During his military

career he served as judge advocate at all levels of command except army group.

He

was promoted to major general and named the Judge Advocate General in 1961.
The National Defender Project was established in 1964 to create exemplary defender
services in a few communities to serve as a pattern for others.

Later, the Ford

Foundation increased its grant to the National Legal Aid and Defender Association to
a total of $6.1 million, enabling model defender project to be established in most
areas of the country, including Montana.
The additional Ford grant also made possible the sponsorship additional law school
courses designed to better equip students in advocacy and defense.
In addition to his speech at the Barrister's Ball dinner-dance, which will review
the accomplishments of the Montana Defender Project, Decker will participate in a panel
discussion earlier in the day.

The six panelists will explore the "Role of the Law

Student in Legal Aid Programs."
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In a letter accepting membership on the panel, Decker said the purpose of his
appearance is to "promote your spendidly developing project and to let the lawyers
and students of Montana know that you are building a national example for others."
In addition to Decker, panelists will be J.T. Harrison, chief justice of the
Montana Supreme Court; Federal District Judge William Jamison, former president of the
American Bar Association; J.R. Wine, executive director of the Montana Bar Association;
Robert J. Campbell. UM law school senior and national vice president of the American
Law Student Association, and another law student, as yet unnamed.
The three-day 12th Circuit Convention of the American Law Student Association
is sponsored by the Montana Student Bar Association at the University of Montana.
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